JESSE COOLING
Jesse Cooling was born on 11th November 1893 in Bardney, Lincolnshire. His
father John was a farm foreman. In 1901 the family were living in Rushton,
Northamptonshire.
By 1911 Jesse had found work as a domestic Groom for a Dr Walls at The
Mount, Burgh le Marsh.
On 12th April 1912 Jesse left Liverpool for Canada, sailing with the Allan Line
Steamship Company on the Victorian, arriving at the port of Halifax on 20th April
1912 He appears to have sailed on his own, aged 18. Jesse was heading for
Toronto, leaving his life in England as a farm labourer.
Jesse enlisted with the 1st Battalion Edmonton Fusiliers on 23rd September 1914
at Valcartier in Canada. CFB Valcartier was originally erected as a military
training camp in August 1914 as part of the mobilization of the Canadian
Expeditionary Force at the onset of World War I. The name Valcartier comes
from the town of St. Gabriel de Valcartier, of which a large section was
expropriated in order to create the military training camp. Due to its proximity to
the port of Quebec, Valcartier became the largest military camp on Canadian
soil, including some 32,000 men and 8,000 horses.
At the time of his enlistment, his father John was living in Dalby. Jesse was
working as a strapper at the time of enlistment. A strapper worked on wooden
ships tying the frames of a vessel together by the application of steel or iron
straps diagonally across the frames. These straps were set in, so that the face of
the strap came flush with the face of the frame. The strapper was usually a rough
carpenter who could use the axe, broadaxe, adze and hatchet and understood
bolting; with experience as a ship carpenter and able to use the adze in overhead work; also, familiar with the use of pneumatic drills and hammers. These
tools were used extensively in this work.
Jesse was 23 years and 11 months old when he enlisted. He stood 5’5½ “ tall
with a 37” chest when fully expanded. He was of dark complexion with hazel
eyes and black hair. He had a small mole in front of and behind his left shoulder.
His regimental Number was 19381.
The Edmonton Fusiliers joined the Battle of the Somme on 1st July 1916. Jesse
Cooling was killed on 9th July 1916. The War Diary reads as follows:

Jesse Cooling is buried at the Hooge Crater Cemetery in Belgium.

He is recorded on Page 70 of the Canadian First World War Book of
Remembrance. A memorial to him stands in Partney Cemetery. His father John
Thomas Cooling died 24th March 1930, aged 63. His mother Mary Ann died on
21st November 1958, aged 90. Both lie in Partney Cemetery.
His brother George Henry also served in the First World War.

