PERCY A WEDGWOOD
Percy Ashworth Wedgwood was born on 11th September 1873 in
Kensington, London. He was a descendant of the famous Wedgwood
family of potters of Burslam.
The 1881 Census shows him living at 3 Inkerman Terrace, Kensington
with his father Joseph James, a practising dentist. At this date Percy was
boarding at the Royal Commercial Travellers School in Pinner, Middlesex.
He married Agnes Annie Patterson in 1898, the same year he qualified
from the Royal College of Physicians Edinburgh, the Royal College of
Surgeons Edinburgh and the Royal Faculty of Physicians and Surgeons
Glasgow.
They lived at The Hollies in Partney according to the 1909 edition of Kellys
Post Office Directory. However, Percy is also shown as practising as a
surgeon and physician living at Painsthorpe Hall, Kirby Underdale near
Pocklington in Yorkshire in the 1913 edition of Kellys.

An explanation can be found in the 1914 Electoral Register. Percy is
qualified to vote as a landowner, owning the freehold of The Hollies but
living at Painsthorpe Hall, Kirby Underdale, Yorkshire.

Percy served during the First World War as a Lieutenant with the Royal
Army Medical Corps and on attachment with the 1st/2nd City of London
Yeomanry also known as the Rough Riders. He first saw service in Egypt
where he was posted on 18th May 1917.
He died on 24th January 1918 and is remembered at the Jerusalem War
Cemetery in Israel. The Jerusalem War Cemetery is 4.5 kilometres north
of the walled city and is situated on the neck of land at the north end of the
Mount of Olives, to the west of Mount Scopus.
At the outbreak of the First World War, Palestine (now Israel) was part of
the Turkish Empire and it was not entered by Allied forces until December
1916. By 21 November 1917, the Egyptian Expeditionary Force had
gained a line about five kilometres west of Jerusalem, but the city was
deliberately spared bombardment and direct attack. Very severe fighting
followed, lasting until the evening of 8 December, when the 53rd (Welsh)
Division on the south, and the 60th (London) and 74th (Yeomanry)
Divisions on the west, had captured all the city's prepared defences.
Turkish forces left Jerusalem throughout that night and in the morning of 9
December, the Mayor came to the Allied lines with the Turkish Governor's
letter of surrender. Jerusalem was occupied that day and on 11
December, General Allenby formally entered the city, followed by
representatives of France and Italy. Meanwhile, the 60th Division pushed
across the road to Nablus, and the 53rd across the eastern road. From 26
to 30 December, severe fighting took place to the north and east of the
city but it remained in Allied hands.
Percy was awarded the British War Medal and the Victory Medal.
His widow Agnes, born in Northumberland in 1871, continued to live at
The Hollies and became a part of life in Partney. She was a member of
the first Parochial Church Council in 1920 and is still remembered by
some villagers as their Sunday School teacher.
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